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ABSTRACT 

For those who monitor relative wealth accumulation and are unmoved by divine empathy, a 

disincentive to increase the rate of full manumission is possible. Consider slavery as overt, 

formal constraints to zero or even negative wealth accumulation; and consider freedom of ex-

slaves as the perception of overt lack of formal wealth constraints and yet the possibility of 

covert, hidden or informal constrained wealth accumulation controls (i.e. southern Jim Crow 

laws); and finally, consider full manumission as the uninhibited opportunity to accumulate 

wealth at rates of entities without a history of slavery or with a more limited history of slavery. 

This definition of full manumission probably includes the necessity of wealth transfers to the 

fully manumitted ex-slave in transition from slavery or free ex-slave to full manumission. 

Nevertheless, this negatively bounded correlation between duration of time from the end of 

enslavement and magnitude of unexplained differences in wealth suggests the magnitude in the 

unexplained portion of white-black wealth differences increases as the length of time from the 

real end of enslavement decreases. This posses another research question: what is the level and 

source of wealth accumulation differences among blacks with a long history of 

freedom/manumission and blacks with a short history of freedom/manumission. This 

investigation probably starts with the re-examination of the historical documentation of the 

former existence of free black, mulatto slave owners of black slaves. However, Jesus Saves! 

Keywords: Slavery, Wealth, Inequity, Faith, The Holy Bible, Salvation, Jesus 

JEL Codes: A1 A23 B1 C1 C2 C61 D31 D63 D9 E1 E2 F02 F3 F4 G00 G11 H1 H2 J00 J2 J3 J7 L2 

L3 N00 N3 O00 O3 P00 Z1 

Wealth and Faith 

Relief from Suffering Through The Birth of Jesus 

Matthew 1:18-24 describes the birth of Jesus. Verse 23 states “they will call him 

Immanuel—which means, ‘God with us’." Luke 2:1-7 describes the location of the birth of Jesus. 

Verse 6 states they “placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.” 
Luke 2:8-19 describes the angels which appeared before the shepherds regarding the birth of 

Jesus. Verse 20 describes the response of the shepherds and states “The shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen.” The shepherds responded 

this way because Jesus paid the price for those in suffering. I, James Edward Curtis Jr, once 

wrote a draft of a dissertation concerning suffering, which the Bible suggests Jesus intended to 

save us from—suffering in the form of inequality, for instance, inequality between many white 



International Journal of Social Science and Economic Research 

ISSN: 2455-8834 

Volume:03, Issue:09 "September 2018" 

 

www.ijsser.org                          Copyright © IJSSER 2018, All right reserved Page 4753 

 

Americans and many black Americans, or, dare I suggest: inequality among the supposed 

suffering: inequality among black Americans.  

Suffering in the Form of Inequality: Domination of Unexplained Effects 

Some of my 2002 dissertation draft reads: “Researchers have a long-standing interest in 

understanding the causes and consequences of inequality. One approach to analyzing inequality 

is to compare average economic choices from a classical theoretical framework. Another 

approach considers the impact of the formation of society, through statutes and institutions, on 

average economic outcomes. This dissertation studies the effects of (both by investigating the 

effects of) slavery on black-white wealth inequality upon the emancipation of slaves in the US 

using historical… data…. Foremost, a theory of relative wealth is presented, where wealth is 

determined by group-specific wages, hours of work, consumption, and interest rates. Historical 

black-white differences in wealth were estimated using regression decomposition. This technique 

decomposes economic differences into the portion explained by differences in characteristics and 

the unexplained portion due to different returns to a set of classical characteristics. Results 

confirm that we cannot reject that the claim…when comparing the wealth of ex-slaves to the 

wealth (of) whites, (the portion of) differences in wealth due to unexplained…effects dominate 

the portion (of differences in wealth) due to classical characteristic differences. 

Suffering in the Form of Inequality: Modern Differences Have Historical Roots  

Furthermore, the size and source of contemporary (white-black) wealth differences have 

historical roots: In 1870, at least 75 percent of white-black wealth differences were not explained 

by characteristic differences described by the classical model when employing the primary 

index. This is consistent with wealth decompositions of late twentieth century data that shows 

that three-quarters of white-black differences in wealth were unexplained…(by classical 

characteristic differences). 

Suffering in the Form of Inequality: Negative Correlation between Time and Magnitude 

Finally, …unexplained differences (in white-black wealth) in states that abolished slavery (as a 

result of) the Civil War were 10 percent higher than unexplained effects in states that abolished 

slavery well before the Civil War….(Combining this 10 percent gap with persistent) magnitudes of 

the unexplained effects (in white-black wealth differences) …  we cannot reject the existence of a 

negatively bounded correlation between the duration of time from enslavement and the 

magnitude of unexplained differences in (white-black) wealth.  
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(In other words, for those who monitor relative wealth accumulation and are unmoved by divine 

empathy, a disincentive to increase the rate of full manumission is possible. Consider slavery as 

overt, formal constraints to zero or even negative wealth accumulation; and consider freedom of 

ex-slaves as the perception of overt lack of formal wealth constraints and yet the possibility of 

covert, hidden or informal constrained wealth accumulation controls (i.e. southern Jim Crow 

laws); and finally, consider full manumission as the uninhibited opportunity to accumulate 

wealth at rates of entities without a history of slavery or with a more limited history of slavery. 

This definition of full manumission probably includes the necessity of wealth transfers to the 

fully manumitted ex-slave in transition from slavery or free ex-slave to full manumission. 

Nevertheless, this negatively bounded correlation between duration of time from the end of 

enslavement and magnitude of unexplained differences in wealth suggests the magnitude in the 

unexplained portion of white-black wealth differences increases as the length of time from the 

real1 end of enslavement decreases.) 

(This posses another research question: what is the level and source of wealth accumulation 

differences among blacks with a long history of freedom/manumission and blacks with a short 

history of freedom/manumission. This investigation probably starts with the re-examination of 

the historical documentation of the former existence of free black, mulatto slave owners of black 

slaves). 

However Jesus Saves 

Why do I say all of this? Because Jesus was born to save the whites and to save the blacks; Jesus 

was born to save the light-skinned black and to save the dark-skinned black; Jesus was born to 

save the men and to save the women; Jesus was born to save the poor and to save the rich; Jesus 

was born to save the faithless and to save the faithful.   One writer wrote “At this time of year we 

think about the birth of the Savior. The events of His birth are of vital importance, yet we would 

do well to reflect also on His earthly ministry, sacrificial death, resurrection, ascension, and 

promised return.… Having lived a perfect life, (Jesus) died an awful death to pay the price for 

the sins of mankind.” (Richard De Haan, RBC Ministries, 2003) 

There’s not a friend like Jesus, no not one (Oatman Jr, 1895). 

 

                                                
1 Real end distinguishes formal announcements of the end of slavery (i.e. Emancipation Proclamation and free ex-laves) 
from the day the compensated, uninhibited capacity to accumulate wealth at levels of those without a history of slavery 
or more limited history/version of slavery begins (full manumission) 
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This draft was written by James Edward Curtis Jr on January 2, 2010. This draft was 

originally compiled from Birth of Jesus”  (November 28, 2007), Long-Run Wealth Inequality 

(December 24, 2002), written by James Edward Curtis Jr, and scriptures from The Holy Bible 

(New International Version, 1984); Speech recordings and video recordings include What Is 

Your Real Reason? Is It Jesus? presented by James Edward Curtis Jr (January 3, 2010, edited 

March 11, 2011). Please do not quote without permission from James Edward Curtis Jr    

APPENDIX 

 

I.  Agent-Specific Constraints 

 

 MAX{xnij ≥ 0} U = γUПSP=1USP
 θ(SP)  

 

 subject to XijSP ≤ EijSP   

 

 Let:   USP= γU(SP)Пj=1(Пi=1uij(SP)
θij(SP))   

 

 such that  U   = γ*ПSP=1[Пj=1(Пi=1uij(SP)
θ*)]  

 

 where   γ* = γU ПSP=1 γU(SP) 

 

    θ* = θ ij(SP)θ(SP)  

 

 Further, let:  uijSP = γuijSPПn=1(x(n)ij-sx(n)ijSP)α(n)
 

 

 such that  U   = γ’ПSP=1[Пj=1(Пi=1(Пn=1(x(n)ij-sx(n)ijSP)α(n)’))]  

 

 where   γ’ = γU [ПSP=1γU(SP) (Пj=1(Пi=1 γuijSP))] 

 

    α(n)’ = α(n)θ ij(SP)θ(SP)  

 

 Further, let:  EijSP  = Σn=1 px(n)ex(n)ijSP + px(l)ex(l)ij + eijSP   for all n = 1,2,..,E  ≠  l 

 

 Further, let:  X ij = Σn=1 Px(n)jx(n)ij + px(l)jx(l)ij 

 

 where   Px(n) j = px(n)(1+δxjg+ Σ q=1t’qx(n))  

 

    Px(E) = η(B) 

[  1] 

[  2] 

[  3] 

[  4] 

[  5] 

[  6] 

[  7] 

[  8] 

[  9] 

[10] 

[11] 

[12] 

[13] 
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 Therefore, the decision becomes: 

 

 MAX{xnij ≥ 0} U =γ’ПSP=1[Пj=1(Пi=1(Пn=1(xnij-sx(n)ijSP)α(n)’))]  

 

 subject to Σn=1 Px(n) j x(n)ij + px(l)jx(l)ij ≤ Σn=1 px(n)ex(n)ijSP + px(l)ex(l)ij + eijSP 

 

 Further, let:  Σn=1 px(n)ex(n)ijSP + Σv=1wvhvij = Wij 

 

 where   wv = px(l) 

 

    hvij = ex(l)ij - x(l)ij 

II. One Universal Constraint ** 

 

 MAX {xnij ≥ 0} U = γUПSP=1USP
 θ(SP)  

 

 Subject to X ≤ ε   

 

 Further, let: ε = Σ SP=1ESP + e 

 

   ESP = Σi=1Σ j=1EijSP + eSP 

 

   EijSP = E x(n)ijSP + Σi=1Σ j=1 px(l)ex(l)ij + eij   for all n = 1,2,..,E  ≠  l 

 

   E x(n)ijSP =Σn=1 px(n)ex(n)ijSP  

 

 such that ε = Σi=1Σ j=1Σn=1 px(n)ex(n)ijSP + Σi=1Σ j=1 px(l)ex(l)ij + e*  

 

 where  e* = e + Σ SP=1eSP + Σi=1Σ j=1eij 

 

 Further, let: X = Σi=1Σj=1 Σn=1Px(n)jx(n)ij + Σi=1 Σj=1px(l)jx(l)ij 

 

 where  Px(n) j = px(n)(1+δxjg+ Σ q=1t’qx(n))  

 

   Px(E) = η(B) 

 

 Therefore, the decision becomes: 
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 MAX{xnij ≥ 0} U =γ’ПSP=1[Пj=1(Пi=1(Пn=1(xnij-sx(n)ijSP)α(n)’))]  

 

 subject to Σi=1Σj=1 Σn=1Px(n)jx(n)ij+Σi=1 Σj=1px(l)jx(l)ij≤Σi=1Σ j=1Σn=1px(n)ex(n)ijSP+Σi=1Σ j=1 

px(l)ex(l)ij+e* 

 

 

 Let:  Σi=1Σ j=1Σn=1 px(n)ex(n)ijSP + Σv=1Σi=1 Σj=1wvhvij =  Σi=1Σ j=1Wij 

 

 where  wv = px(l) 

 

   hvij = ex(l)ij - x(l)ij 

 

 

** Scriptures considering freewill, and scriptures considering fixed choices: free will: references 

to freewill offerings (Leviticus 22:18,21,23; Leviticus 23:37-38; Numbers 15:2-3); an author’s 
speech: (Psalms 119:108); a king’s assessment of followers: (Ezra 7:13); fixed choices: fixed 

beginning of man: (Genesis 1:26-27 versus Psalms 51:5); fixed end of man: (Romans 3:23; 

6:23; Revelations 20:12-15); fixed government controls (shocks): ((a King’s heart) Proverbs 

21:1, (Pharaoh’s heart) Exodus 7-14) 

III. A Model of Wealth *** 

 

 Let:  Wij = (1-g-Σ q=1tqI)Iij + Aij + (1-g)(Σ q=1Sqij + Cij) - Gij 

 

   Iij  = Σv=1 w’m h’ kij  

 

   w’m = wk - δw(m)jg- Σ q=1t’q 

 

   h’ mij = h mij - δh(m)jg 

 

 where  Aij =  [ A0ij(1-g-Σ q=1tqA(0)) + Σ a=1N(1,a)ij (1-g-Σ q=1tqN(1,a))  

 

    + Σm=1γπ(m)ij πZ(m)ij(1-g) ] (1+ γρij ρ)(1-Σ q=1tqρ)  

 

            + Σ b=1N(2,b)ij (1-g- Σ q=1tqN(2,b)) - Gρij - δAjg(ρ,A0ij) ] 

 

   A0ij =A0ij(xn0,γW(0)ijFW0F(I0(w0,h0,S0),A0(A(-1),N0,γ0 ππ0Z),t0q,δ0g,γ0ρ)) 

[30] 

[31] 

[32] 

[33] 

[34] 

[35] 

[36] 

[37] 

[38] 

[39] 

[40] 
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   πZij = (PZjZij + Σq=1SqZij – Σd=1PZ(d)jXZ(d)ij) (1 - Σ q=1tq π) 

 

   PZ j = pZ(1 - δZjg + Σ q=1t’qZ) 

 

   Zij = γZijПd=1XZ(d)ij
 β(d) 

 

   PZ(d) j = pZ(d)(1 - δZ(d)jg - Σ q=1t’qZ) 

 

 XZ(d)ij = xZ(d)ij - δZ(d)jg 

 

*** Consider a divine kingdom with a holy economy, such that goods are priced according to 

supply (for instance, closeness to harvest and no non-competitive pricing (Leviticus 25:15-17), 

salvation price (confess Jesus and believe he was raised from death (Romans 10:9); a full range 

of  tax adjusted price of goods (Matthew 22:21; Ecclesiastes 5:9); initial wealth, or inheritances             

(Genesis 2:16-17; Proverbs 13:22a; Proverbs 19:14; Deuteronomy 28: 2,4; Deuteronomy 

28:15,18); the accumulation of wealth, through the will of GOD (Deuteronomy  8:17-18; Ps. 

44:1-3; Ecclesiastes 5:19);  arbitrary behavioral restrictions on the accumulation of wealth, for 

instance, righteousness and wisdom as a lower boundary for durable wealth (2 Chronicles 1:11-

12; Psalm 49:10; Psalm 112:2-3; Proverbs 5:1-2,10; Proverbs 13:11; Proverbs 8:17-18); social 

capital including tithe (Matthew 22:21; Leviticus 27:30,32) and social capital including offerings 

(Leviticus 1-7; Psalm 96:8); the existence of labor (Genesis 2:15); minimum support for  zero 

wages  (Leviticus 25:39; Exodus 1:10,13  versus. Exodus 3:10; Revelation 18:11-13); minimum 

support for slavery, for instance, differing wage/servants from slaves (Jeremiah 2:14-King James 

Version; Ephesians 6:5 versus Ephesians 6:9); minimum support for group-based discrimination 

(Exodus 1:10 versus Exodus 12:41); and the existence of divine subsistence (Leviticus 23:22, 

Philippians 4:11-12, Hebrews 11:6b) 
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Education Foundation Preliminary Paper Series/Internet Graduate Divinity University, July 

16, 2007 

Curtis Jr, James E “ Rejecting God, excerpts from The Enduring Faith Center,                                                                                         

Education Foundation Preliminary Paper Series/Internet Graduate Divinity University, July 

2, 2007 

Curtis Jr, James E “ Anxiety, excerpts from The Enduring Faith Center,                                                                                                              

Education Foundation Preliminary Paper Series/Internet Graduate Divinity University, June 

25, 2007 

Curtis Jr, James E “ God and Earth”, excerpts from The Enduring Faith Center,                                                                                         

Education Foundation Preliminary Paper Series/Internet Graduate Divinity University, June 

15, 2007 

Curtis Jr, James E with Steven E Tucker, “ How to Respond to Leadership,                                                                        

excerpts from The Enduring Faith Center, Education Foundation Preliminary Paper Series                            

Internet Graduate Divinity University, May 26, 2007 

Curtis Jr, James E with CUM Richard Kunkler, David Author Surles, and Donald Taylor, “Adam to 

Abraham,  excerpts from The Enduring Faith Center, Education Foundation Preliminary Paper 

Series Internet Graduate Divinity University, April 28, 2006 

 

Religion, Certificate Programs & Transfer to Graduate Studies Presentations of James E Curtis 

Jr 

 

2009-2019 Curtis Jr, James E, Religion Posters, Videos, Issues 2-6, jecjef.net/faith  - online 
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Theology of Leadership 

8/11/2010  Curtis Jr, James E, Part IV.2, EF/IDGU 2010, “ Praying in the name of Jesus”  

8/4/2010 Curtis Jr, James E, Part V, EF/IDGU 2010, “ Compassionate Leadership”  

10/28/2007 Curtis Jr, James E, Part IV.1, EF/IDGU 2010, “ Birth of Jesus”   

10/8/ 2007 Curtis Jr, James E, Part III, EF/IDGU 2010, “ Strength from God”  

7/ 2/ 2007 Curtis Jr, James E, Part II, EF/IDGU 2010, “ Rejecting God”   

5/26/2007 Curtis Jr, James E, Part I, EF/IDGU 2010, “ How to Respond to Leadership”  

 

Theological Character  

7/ 22/2010 Curtis Jr, James E, Part X.2, EF/IDGU 2010, “ Praise II: Breakthrough” , 

mission, DC 

7/20/2010 Curtis Jr, James E, Part X.1, EF/IDGU 2010, “ Praise I: Stomp” , mission, DC 

6/30/2010 Curtis Jr, James E, Part III.2, EF/IDGU 2010, “ Being Faithful” , mission, DC 

12/5/ 2009 Curtis Jr, James E, Part V.2, EF/IDGU 2010, “ Developing Hope” , mission, DC 

8/14/2008 Curtis Jr, James E, Part III.1, represented, EF/IDGU 2010, “ Faith” , mission, DC 

8/3/2008 Curtis Jr, James E, Part VIII, represented, EF/IDGU 2010, “ Joy” , mission, DC 

7/ 24/2008 Curtis Jr, James E, Part V.1, represented, EF/IDGU 2010,” Hope”  NCBC, 

mission, DC 

7/17/2008, Curtis Jr, James E, Part IX, EF/IDGU 2010, “ Prayer”  , mission, DC 

7/10,/2008 Curtis Jr, James E, Part I, represented, EF/IDGU 2010, “ Grace”  , mission, DC 

3/20/2008 Curtis Jr, James E, Part VIII, EF/IDGU 2010, “ Joy”  , mission, DC 

2/2/2008 Curtis Jr, James E, Part VII, EF/IDGU 2010, “ Manhood”  , mission, DC 

2/14/2008 Curtis Jr, James E, Part II, represented, EF/IDGU 2010, ” Love”  , mission, DC 

12/10/2007 Curtis Jr, James E, Part IV, represented, EF/IDGU 2010, “ Evangelism” , 

mission, DC 

10/15/2007 Curtis Jr, James E, Part VI, EF/IDGU 2010, “ Belief”  , mission, DC 

9/24/2007 Curtis Jr, James E, Part V.1, EF/IDGU 2010, “ Hope”  , mission, DC 

9/19/2007 Curtis Jr, James E, Part III.1, represented, EF/IDGU 2010, “ Faith” , mission, DC 

9/2/2007 Curtis Jr, James E, Part I, represented, EF/IDGU 2010, “ Grace” , mission, DC 

8/ 27/2007 Curtis Jr, James E, Part IV, EF/IDGU 2010, “ Evangelism” , mission, DC 

8/6/2007 Curtis Jr, James E, Part III.1, EF/IDGU 2010, “ Faith”  , mission, DC 

7/30/2007 Curtis Jr, James E, Part II, EF/IDGU 2010, “ Love” , mission, DC  

7/23/2007 Curtis Jr, James E, Part I, EF/IDGU 2010, “ Grace”  , mission, DC 

 

Theological Businesses 

12/12/2008 Curtis Jr, James E, Part II, represented, EF/IDGU 2010, “ Service” , mission, DC 

6/12/2008 Curtis Jr, James E, Part II, represented, EF/IDGU 2010, Service” , mission, DC 
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4/4/2008 Curtis Jr, James E, Part I.2, EF/IDGU 2010, “ Stewardship”  , mission, DC 

1/31/2008 Curtis Jr, James E, Part II, EF/IDGU 2010, “ Service”  , mission, DC 

1/17/2008 Curtis Jr, James E, Part I.1, EF/IDGU 2010, “ Money”  , mission, DC 

 

Theological Counseling 

8/7/2008  Curtis Jr, James E, Part IV, represented, EF/IDGU 2010, “ Overcoming” , 

mission, DC 

7/ 3/2008; Curtis Jr, James E, Part I.2, EF/IDGU 2010, “ Worry”  , mission, DC 

4/17/ 2008 Curtis Jr, James E, Part III, represented,  EF/IDGU 2010, “ Suffering”  , mission, 

DC 

3/27/2008 Curtis Jr, James E, Part II, EF/IDGU 2010, “ Reconciliation” , mission, DC 

11/19/2007 Curtis Jr, James E, Part I.1, represented, EF/IDGU 2010, “ Anxiety” , mission, 

DC 

10/22/2007 Curtis Jr, James E, Part IV, EF/IDGU 2010, “ Overcoming”  , mission, DC 

9/10/2007 Curtis Jr, James E, Part III, EF/IDGU 2010, “ Suffering”  , mission, DC 

7/16/2007  Curtis Jr, James E, Part II, EF/IDGU 2010, “ Reconciliation” , CUM, mission, 

DC 

6/25/2007 Curtis Jr, James E, Part I.1, EF/IDGU 2010, “ Anxiety” , CUM, mission, DC  

 

Theological Education, H.D.D. Examination, H.Ph.D.RS. Examination 

4/10/2008 Curtis Jr, James E, EF/IDGU 2010, “ Bible Fundamentals Diagnostics” , mission, 

DC 

 

2002-2007 Curtis Jr, James E, Religion Poster, Issue 1, 1C13 13, 

geocities.com/jecjr_educationfoundation 

 

 

Religion, Certificate Programs & Transfer to Graduate Studies Working Papers 

Acknowledgements of James E Curtis Jr 

 

2010-2012, The following SSRN eJournals acknowledged the religion papers of James E Curtis Jr in 

the Top 10  

Curtis Jr, James E Christian Religion 

Curtis Jr, James E General, Ethics Morality Religion Spirituality Transcendence, twice 

Curtis Jr, James E Journal of Christianity  

Curtis Jr, James E Journal of Cognitive Science: Spirituality  

Curtis Jr, James E Philosophy of Religion 
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Religion, Employment of James E Curtis Jr 

 

2013-2019 Director, Internet Graduate Divinity University   

2013-2019 Religion and Science Educator, Department of Religious Studies, JECJEF 

2010-2019 Project Director, The Enduring Faith Center 

2010  Receptionist offer, mission, DC 

2007-2009  Instructor offer of Greek Mythology, Bible college classes at NCBC, DC 

2007-2009   Religious Administration, Sunday mornings, NCBC, DC 

2007-2009 Religion and Society Educator/Practitioner Intern, The Enduring Faith Center 

2007-2009 Superintendent of Schools offer, Bible college classes at NCBC, DC 

2005– 2006 Programs Intern/Programs Senior Intern, mission in Montgomery County & DC  

 

Religion, Info Technology Management of James E Curtis Jr 

 

2007-2009 Computer Software, internet design, Church Web Works 

2006-2009 Computer Software, database, Heart 

 


