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ABSTRACT

Network parlance refers to the language that first became popular on the Internet and has a
certain deviation from the conventional language. Under the birth of the network environment,
today’s network parlance has developed into a new dialect. The characteristics of the network
information age determine that the network parlance is not only very active in life but also can
reflect social and cultural phenomena to a certain extent. From the perspective of
sociolinguistics, this paper studies its origin and analyzes its characteristics from the perspective
of word formation. The results show that the most frequently used word formation methods are
functional shift and burrowing. From the perspective of the use trend in the past five years, the
formation of network terms also shows the characteristics of diversification. Specifically, the
frequency of using coinage and clipping is increased. This study holds that the word-formation
of network parlance reflects the characteristics of the contemporary new language formation.
That is, from the beginning of 2017, the expansion of the meaning of existing words and the
absorption of other cultures gradually changed into the creation of new words and the use of
short words simplified by existing words.

Keywords: network parlance, word formation, sociolinguistics
1. Introduction

According to the Modern Chinese Dictionary (Seventh Edition), network parlance refers to the
language that first became popular on the Internet and deviated from the conventional language.
With the birth of the network environment, today’s network parlance has developed into a new
“dialect.” The characteristics of the network information age determine that network parlance is
very active in life and can reflect social and cultural phenomena to a certain extent.
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However, with the rapid development of the network, the network parlance updates frequently.
For a long time, objectively, people are used to attributing the reason for the widespread network
parlance to the development of the network. However, subjectively, few people discuss its
popular reason from the perspective itself. From the formal point of view, the network parlance
has words and sentences, in Chinese and foreign languages. From the content point of view,
network language has things and actions, as well as notional and functional words. Therefore,
from the perspective of network parlance itself, what causes its rapid development remains to be
verified.

Therefore, the present paper studies the origin of network parlance from the perspective of
sociolinguistics and analyzes its characteristics based on the theory of word formation.

Scholars have paid more attention to network parlance, and have made sufficient research on the
ontology of “network parlance”. There are rich papers on “network parlance”, but there are still
some gaps in the research of network parlance from the perspective of its origin. Therefore, the
current issues intrigue certain theoretical significance and practical value.

Theoretically, from the perspective of network parlance itself, the present research can increase
the literature on network parlance related to word formation and expand the research on network
parlance.

Practically, in terms of network parlance, the selected corpus of this study is representative,
which is helpful to further understanding the characteristics of network terms in the new network
era.

Moreover, this current study explores the high-frequency network parlances in real life, which
can provide a reference for the teaching of practical terms in teaching Chinese as a foreign
language. Finally, from the perspective of word formation, this study explores the commonness
of high-quality network terms to help promote the construction of a healthy and civilized
network language environment.

2. Literature Review
2.1 Definition of Word Formation

The first person to research word formation was Panini, who thoroughly described Sanskrit’s
word-formation theory. There is not much material available now that compares Panini’s idea to
others because word formation studies did not receive much attention at the beginning of the
twentieth century.
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An outstanding linguist named Lees dedicates himself to the study of Transformation Generative
Grammar in 1960 to determine how words are formed to create a vocabulary. According to Lees,
each word is a distinct type of embedded phrase and is therefore not an autonomous entity. Since
Chomsky submitted a thesis in 1970, studies of word production have become increasingly
important.

According to Baucer (1983), there is currently no distinct theory of word production and no
consensus on the evidence relevant to the development of a theory. Stekauer explained word
formation in 1998: By creating new name units and making full use of the word formation bases
of naming units recorded in the Lexicon, it is thought that word formation is handled as an
independent component, tied to the lexical factor that gives it.

According to Plag (2003), word formation is the process by which new vocabulary is created by
building upon existing vocabulary. He paints a thorough picture of the classification of English
word development.

Dai (2013) holds the stance that language learners must be aware of some knowledge of
lexicology. It could help learners with unfamiliar words by connecting the unfamiliar words to
familiar words and it could be a useful way to guess the meaning of the unfamiliar words.

As mentioned above, in recent years, many scholars have considered word formation from
different perspectives, such as semantic, phonological, or syntactic perspectives. In a word, word
formation refers to the internal structure of words, that is, the way and method of morpheme
combination.

2.2 Previous Studies Related to Network Parlance

“Network parlance” is a special language phenomenon that depends on the network. Different
from other common language phenomena, one of the most remarkable features is that network
parlance is updated quickly, its life cycle is uncertain, and its context is uncertain. Network
parlance is not born out of thin air. They all come from real language, either directly used or
produced variants. However, this is not the “end point” of network parlance. Some network
parlance with a strong vitality and high frequency of use return to real language. Therefore, the
definition of network terms and their close relationship with real language are inseparable.

2.2.1 Previous Studies on the Language Specification of Network Parlance

Concerning the language specification of network parlance, the research can be roughly divided
into two levels from the direction of investigation: student groups and social research.
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In terms of language standardization, Liu (2016) and Zhang (2021) aimed at student groups have
made some suggestions for on-campus network parlance standardization in the form of
interviews, surveys, and questionnaires. They believe that the manifestations of the anomie of
Internet language mainly include phonetic anomie, word collocation anomie, grammatical
anomie, semantic anomie, punctuation anomie, and so on. To deal with the anomie of the use of
network parlance, we can mainly strengthen the publicity of ideas, establish an institutional
system, improve the operation mechanism, strengthen the construction of platforms, establish
professional teams, scientifically classify information, and strengthen logistics support.

In addition, An (2010) and Wang (2021) also conducted a questionnaire survey at the social
level, They believed that the role of parlance in the improvement of cultural soft power should
not be underestimated. They expressed that in specific groups, there are rich forms of online
language but the weak expression, fashionable language content but poor health, and full
language emotion but lack of action. Therefore, they emphasized that the common force of
communication elements is an important means to realize the standardization, health, and
conscientization of parlance life.

2.2.2 Previous Studies on the Network Parlance of Education

The research on network parlance and education can be roughly divided into Chinese language
and literature and Chinese as a foreign language.

Research on the Chinese language and Literature mostly focuses on the characteristics and
causes of the network parlance itself (Zhang, 2003; Deng&Tang, 2012). In recent years, research
has summarized the causes and characteristics of domestic network parlance. The method of
these studies mostly focuses on case analysis and questionnaires. However, the relevant
empirical research is relatively lacking

The other category focuses on the study of Chinese as a foreign language (Xu Pinxiang, 2013).
The research on Chinese as a foreign language and network parlance is based on the high-
frequency use of network parlance in daily life and the ability to translate certain cultural
characteristics and characteristics of the times and discusses the integration of network parlance
into Chinese as foreign language education.

2.2.3 Previous Studies on the Overview of Network Parlance

Most of the summary studies on network parlance focus on its development process and the
language characteristics of network parlance. Looking at the research on the development of
network parlance in recent years, we can find that scholars’ attitude towards it has changed from
negative to positive.
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Zhang (2003) believed that network parlance is neither standardized nor scientific. Once it
affects students, the consequences are extremely terrible. It also points out the importance of
Chinese standardization, analyzes the emergence and current situation of network language and
the problems it brings, and puts forward solutions, aiming to attract the attention of Chinese
educators.

Wu (2003) commented on network parlance from a more objective attitude. There are four major
contents in the study of Chinese Internet Language: first, the collection and collation of network
parlance, and the emergence of three network parlance dictionaries. The second is about the
concept and structure of network parlance. The structure has two forms: “network industry
parlance” and “netizens’ commonly used parlance”, and n netizens’ commonly used parlance are
divided into seven categories and several subcategories. The third is about the four main reasons
for the emergence of network language. Fourthly, the thesis pointed out there are nine attitudes
towards network parlance. The combination of narration, comment, and discussion shows
China's status network parlance research.

Min, Xu, Zhang & Sui (2016) accept network parlance in their article and proposed the
possibility of writing a dictionary of network parlance. They expressed that with the rapid
development of Internet applications, the use of network parlance is becoming more and more
common, and network parlance is emerging in endlessly. A large number of network parlance in
online texts have brought certain challenges to the application of emotion analysis, product
recommendation, question and answer systems based on natural language processing, and the
collection and construction of online dictionaries and related corpus is the breakthrough to solve
such problems.

There are studies on the characteristics of network parlance, and different scholars have different
classification standards according to different perspectives. For example, based on the collection
and analysis of network parlance, Li (2005) studied the nature and characteristics of network
words from the perspective of sociolinguistics. It is believed that the special terms of network
technology and the special terms in network communication are different in nature, and the
network language has the characteristics of diversity, simplicity, randomness, and so on. In
addition, the research on the characteristics of network parlance also includes the case analysis of
specific words. For example, Zhang (2021) studied the word “AT4#” in network parlance. From
his point of view, network parlance reflects the current popular culture and social facts. “FLA#”,
new network parlance, has the basic characteristics of persisting in a confrontational attitude,
focusing on self-prominence, and longing for social interaction in social psychology.
Communicating and interacting on the network shows the obvious characteristics of many
logical fallacies, easy to be fierce and extreme, and tending to generalization and digitization.
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The reasons for the formation of “ALf%” groups can be explained from the aspects of individual
liberation, circle phenomenon, group polarization, etc. At the same time, guidance should be
strengthened from three aspects: improving the influence of mainstream culture communication,
unblocking network information management channels, and strengthening network behavior
guidance.

3. Methodology
3.1 Research Questions

In order to investigate the network parlance from the perspective of word formation, the
following questions are raised to be addressed in the present study:

Question 1: What is the word formation form of the network parlance?

Question 2: What are the characteristics of network parlance from the perspective of word
formation?

3.2 Research Objects

The Chinese National Language Monitoring and Research Center was established on June 30,
2004. It is a research center jointly built by the Language and Text Information Management
Department of The Ministry of Education of the People’s Republic of China and Beijing
Language and Culture University. It is also the first research center in the national language
resources and monitoring research series. The purpose of the center is to enable more scholars to
have a more quantitative understanding of our language conditions, conduct dynamic analysis
and management of national language resources, and use modern means to process and utilize
them, to improve the influence of Chinese in the world.

The national language resources monitoring and research center is to promote the establishment
and gradual formation of a long-term mechanism for real-time monitoring and normative
guidance of social language life. This work, as a systematic project, has been included in the
second round of the educational revitalization action plan of the Ministry of education. Its
research results can be used as a reference for the formulation and adjustment of national
language guidelines and policies, language standards, and norms, it can also provide consultation
services for the masses to correctly use the language of the motherland, more actively and
effectively promote and guide the healthy development of social language life.
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Figure 1 Officially Published of the “Top-ten Network Parlance”
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Therefore, in order to ensure the objectivity and representativeness of the research object, this
study selects the “top-ten network parlance” published by the Chinese National Language
Monitoring and Research Center. Since 2015, the agency has selected 10 online terms based on
the national language resource monitoring corpus (online media) and more than 10000 netizens’
votes every year. Therefore, it has certain objectivity. At the same time, the news is officially
forwarded and recognized by the Ministry of Education of the People’s Republic of China every
year which indicates the conformity of the official attitude toward it and the authority of the

item.

Table 1 Network Parlance in Recent Five Years

Year Network Parlance
2017 $Tcall, B, R B DF LA, FRRE |, EFEN,
BRI, BOEILDT |, 2% BEXMIRME, X, fRAfreestylel3, i
2018 £503, KTHE, skr, B3R, IAER®, BE, CfiL, LHEE, B—T,
BRIGH MR E
2019

FAEAD, BERTFAE , REE—F, 1TIER, 1FEY, ETRA,
MEELR, E#%, 996, 14CFEF, e s
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2020 BITE, NRME I, 55 ERT, R8T, BHA, TR,
SR, TATRE, £2
2021 BEEE, YYDS, JUH, BF, TEEH, BO6F, T,
EMTE , BEERSE RETE  ERASER BEFR

ck

The present study selected the “top-ten network parlance” published by the center in the past five
years, a total of 50 network parlance, and the specific list is shown in the table.

3.3 Operational Definitions

As a new language emerging in the present era, network language has many classification
methods. This study intends to use the word formation theory given by Dai (2018) in the
“Addition of New Words” section of Chapter Seven “Vocabulary Changes” of A New Concise
Course on Linguistics for Students of English to classify network terms from the aspect of word
formation. The specific classification is shown in the table below.

Table 2 Dai’s (2018) Model of Word Formation

Name Definition Example
Coinage The invention of a new word or phrase Benz, Toyota
Clipping The word formation process in which a gym, memo

word is reduced or shortened without
changing the meaning of the word
Blending The word formation process in which parts ~ Somg, motel
of two or more words combine to create a
new word whose meaning is often a
combination of the original words

Acronyms An abbreviation formed from the initial WTO, OPEC
letters of other words and pronounced as a
word
Burrowing The word comes from other culture or Brige,
nation balckhumor,

Functional Shift  The word changing the initial meaning or  to knee, a daily
part of speech of the origin word
Backformation- Shortened words created from longer words edit, beg
words
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The reasons for adopting Dai’s classification of word-formation are two. First, it is operable
which is comprehensive and detailed with specific examples. Secondly, it is widely used and
practical. As mentioned in the previous chapter, many scholars do such kinds of research adopt
his theory for analysis.

4. Results and Discussion
4.1 Word Formation form of Network Parlance

Based on Dai’s theory, the analysis of the word formation form of network parlance in the recent
five years is presented in this part. Reviewing each of their origins, meaning, and examples, the
current part defines their word formation forms.

4.1.1 Word Formation form of “Top-ten Network Parlance” in 2017

According to the Chinese National Language Monitoring and Research Center, the “top-ten
network parlance” in 2017 are “FJcall, I, FRAG R ORI, HARE, BARIN,
BERR, BATTE L0 T, ZEk, EHEMEME, X, R freestyle™, L. The detailed

analysis is presented below.

“Tcall” first came from Japan’s entertainment culture. The original meaning is to cheer for the
star idol. It was originally a dance or pep talk performed by otaku or Japanese Idol supporters,
including jumping, clapping, waving arms, and rhythmic chanting. Now, in network parlance, it
has evolved into the meaning of support, cheer, and so on.

Example 1 EUKE. WUKIT . B RIG—AERINE KN NIK S H EFE“Feall.”  (From
Xinhuanet)

As the example shows, now, in network language, it has evolved into the meaning of support,
cheer, and so on. In China, there is no such entertainment culture. We can see that with the
localization of Japanese entertainment culture, “¥7call” should belong to “burrowing.”

“LHI” is a derivative of American street dance “Jit£E”. “Jifi #£” is the inflection of “}#%” in the
Minnan dialect, and “#%” means competition. In the Minnan dialect, the word “¥” is

pronounced as “Jii”.
Example 2 JERARI “HEH” /N RE, AR KSR, ARIZHR T %. (From Sohu news)

After the emergence of “fift#,” many network words related to “Jit” have been derived. For
example, “JEE”, “JiHk,” etc., “JbHI” is one of them. The original meaning of “JEil” is to
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quarrel by chatting. Later, the word refers to awkward chat, and the atmosphere fell to freezing.
Therefore, it can be seen that “Jiilii” is a mixture of the borrowed words “Jt” and “Hi.”
Therefore, this word is both a burrowing and blending word.

Some netizens posted an article on social media, saying that Du Fu had written 15 poems for Li
Bai in his life, but Li Bai responded that his poems were very few, but he wrote a poem
“I&YE48”. Therefore, many netizens humorously asked, “Li Bai, /RH R O A2 2",

Example 394710 3 [ 474 R O A 2H4F45? (From Sohu news)

PRIG T RO A2 change its initial meaning from asking to ridicule and roasting. It means to
ask the other party “won’t you feel sorry for others?” Therefore, the word formation form of
PRI B A2 I8 belongs to the functional shift.

“UEAEE, ARSI is a classic line from Stephen Chow’s film “All's Well, Ends Well
(1992).” Therefore, this network parlance is a burrowing word from a movie.

Example 4 “fRA I E? BAES 27/ M€ E J5 A RZ DU H AHXT. (From Sohu news)

As reflected in the example, “PE A E, AN means that something has taken an
unexpected turn. It is often used to ridicule some plots with dramatic reversals, which are beyond
glasses and even ironic.

“B7 B2, F-ATTAE” comes from the chat idiom between players in a game. It is popular on the
Internet because of its humorous pictures, which are frequently used by netizens and computer
game players.

Example 557 J2 U, AT, — k2 2 B F1 3 M R A5 (From Sohu news)

“Hz FZuR, FRAITAE” means “bulabulabula, let’s go.” Here, “J J7#F” has become anything or
anybody, changing its original meaning of aquatic animals, so the parlance belongs to the
category of functional shift.

“HLbr T, ZEL comes from an online celebrity in the webcast. “FL«(» T originally means to

make people feel sad or uneasy. “Z#L” means brother and friend in the dialect of northeast,
China.

Example 63L.0 T 228! B=: WAZHEE WHEFEER. (From Sohu news)
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Now, “FL0» T, ZZHL” means to use exaggeration to vividly express “Be distracted, brother.”
Therefore, the word belongs to the category of functional shift.

“YLA IXF#1E” became popular on the Internet because of the popularity of chat pictures
containing the word “i& 4 iX FfE

Example 7 B30 5 BEFC I 2 38, 28 B X FHARSE? (From Sohu news)

The original meaning is to roast or praise some amazing game operation methods, and then it is
used on the network to express various puzzling or surprising operation methods. Therefore,
“ILA X1 belongs to the category of functional shift.

The original meaning of the word“AL” in Chinese characters is to express psychological
conflict and confrontation. Later, it means to respond with words or counterattack with actions in
the network. Therefore, it is a functional shift word.

Example 856 % B iR 2 5 BLfr2e 77 JEIH N A& &, (From Xinhuanet)

“f-F freestyleld” In the audition for the domestic rap variety “Hip Hop in China”, the judges
tested the contestants’ on-site adaptability and asked “/Rf freestyle"™”, which means can you
improvise Rap.

Example 9 /&6 K22, 4 Areestyle 45?2 (From Sohu news)

Rap then became a form of popular impromptu rhyming sentences on the Internet. The sentence
“f-F freestyleld” is also used by netizens to ridicule the Internet star’s practice of saying this
sentence when he saw the contestant. Then, it is a burrowing word burrowed from the media.

“JWRL is a word that already exists in China. It originally means grease, ointment, greasy dirt,
and so on in Chinese words.

Example 10 Jou/ M AR «— 2588 N @808 5 32 BB EEE 2B A H? (From
Xinhuanet)

Later, it refers to a general description of some people's characteristics in Internet language,
including not paying attention to body maintenance, slovenly, rude conversation, etc. Therefore,
“JH R belongs to the category of functional shift.

4.1.2 Word Formation form of “Top-ten Network Parlance” in 2018
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According to the Chinese National Language Monitoring and Research Center, the “top-ten
network parlance” in 2018 are “FRfill, ¥, skr, R, BIALIRM, BE, CALL, LBRIEE,
F—F, BRI % B The detailed analysis is presented below.

“ffif is a kind of carp, and the original variety is Cyprinus carpio. In China, carp live long and
have a unique beauty. It is said to have the characteristics of flourishing Feng Shui (X.7K).

Example 1175 8440 St Eig K <#542 8 & | (From Xinhuanet)

As the example shows, today “#7fi” refers to all things related to good luck, such as people with
good luck, or things that can bring good luck. Obviously, “## > belongs to the functional shift.

“FLA5” comes from the combination of the inherent words “#34T” and “A&1%”. In Chinese,
“}Y44L” means language provocation, verbal abuse, and cursing. “f&” refers t to non-human,

non-ghost animals and plants that have been cultivated into non-intelligent and super-capable
life.

Example 125 #l: AR “STAF7IEE, A& K% E . (From Sohu news)

Therefore, “ALA#%” is blending parlance which refers to people who often get pleasure by raising
the bar, people who always sing the opposite tune, and people who deliberately hold opposite
opinions when arguing.

There are two usages of this word in network catchwords: one is to describe excellent things, and
the other is to use it as homophony. In Chinese, the pronunciation of skr is similar to the Chinese
WOI‘dS uﬁE/]\” and “7\%/'\ 2

Example 13{/% 1215 Askr 1.
frskr GE4~) JRA ! (From Baidu)

According to the explanation in the American slang dictionary, skr was originally an
onomatopoeic word that imitates the sound of the car rubbing against the ground when it drifts or
swerves. This word is the mantra of many contestants in the Chinese show “China’s New Rap.”
With the popularity of this program, skr has also become a popular word on the Internet.
Apparently, skr is a burrowing word that comes from American culture.

“f 22> comes from a newly popular male variety — “ffi Zmale* introduced by a Japanese
magazine. They look the same as ordinary people in appearance, but they often have the
following characteristics in their hearts: their interests and hobbies always come first, and
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basically, all things want to be done in the way and rhythm they like. They always think it’s too
troublesome to fall in love and don’t want to waste time on it, nor do they want to make any
girlfriends. They just like themselves and feel tired when they stay with girls.

Example 14 “&5 AR ELL, KK Z“HBFR L& “EH 25?2  (From Xinhuanet)

After borrowing from Japanese culture, “f# &> mainly refers to the life attitude of pursuing
inner peace without desire, sadness, or joy, light clouds, and light winds.

Some netizens posted a video on the Internet entitled “a fool sees a fool and thinks that the right
person is a fool”: two boys are downstairs shooting three husky dogs lying on the roof with their
mobile phones, while the Husky is looking at the downstairs coldly. Some netizens commented
that “people who have confirmed their eyes do not want to be treated
(B R #, 2 AAEEERT N).” Then this parlance became popular on the internet.

Example 155 IAT R, TAS = 5 #E B 1) . (From Xinhuanet)

“THINIEHR#4 is derived from a line in the song “Tale Of The Red Cliff” by Chinese singer JJ
Lin (4R ) which reads “THUILIR#H, Fid WA N> Later, this sentence was used by
netizens for online comments and became popular. A means to be confirmed in the eyes.
Therefore, the word formation way of “Hfi A it R ##” is burrowing.

The word “F 'H.” has become popular on the Internet because domestic actors Zhao Liying and
Feng Shaofeng have posted their wedding information on Weibo.

Example 16 5! Fd 7220224 L5520 E M B BEIX FE4E 2E . (From Xinhuanet)

The word “F E” literally means “official announcement”, it is the clipping of “F 5 E A~ . It
refers to the official announcement of a person or an organization to express the meaning of
advertising. Hence, “F 5 is an acronym.

“CAfi” originally originated from the game field. It refers to the core characters in the later stage,
who can make money in the early and middle stages of the game and lead the team to turn the
tide in the later stage of the game.

Example 17(LANALES A 38 AT ALALES A=k “CAZ.” (From Xinhuanet)

Later, the word “Cf7” was more and more widely used in games and gradually turned to life.
When a person is in the core position in the team, people call him the center position. In film and
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television plays or variety posters, this position is also a high-ranking person. Hence, “Cf7” is
both a functional shift and a burrowing word.

“1BRIEIE” is a branch of “HIRICAL”. “H IR refers to some kinds of wonderful stories,
funny jokes, and vulgarity from the people. Whenever you see such videos, the audience is more
curious and sarcastic. On the one hand, they want to explore the vulgar content, and on the other
hand, they are more like a sense of self-satisfaction from sarcasm.

Example 18V N ER T, A KixiZ i £ 46/ 7% (From Sohu news)

“+BR1E T refer to those love words that sound very meaty and boring and have some local
feelings. Although it sounds boring, it is provocative. People name this new culture “=W 3046
Therefore, this kind of word belongs to the Coinage and blending.

“FZ—"F is “usually used for unexpected turns in things and can be used to roast that it is very
naughty. It is often used for funny content with reversal on Weibo.

Example 1947 — FVEEAEREE 77 EAT % N R &R 4975 442 (From Guangming Net)

This word already exists and originated from the dialect and became popular in-game
interpretation. Especially, it was often used in the live broadcast of an online celebrity. Therefore,
this word was first popular in the e-sports circle. Later, the scope of use gradually expanded, and
it has become a common network language like a roast. Therefore, “— 1 is categorized in
the burrowing and functional shift.

PRI R B comes from a line in the song “calories” sung by a Chinese women’s group.
Because the melody of the song is brainwashed, it is widely spread Therefore, this is a borrowed
word from the song

Example 20 “BREEFR 1= 2% B K35 — 20 Il i 8 R A 5 5 B 2 06 A AT (From Xinhuanet)

This parlance has no other meaning beyond the literal meaning, so its use on the Internet is
limited to topics related to weight loss and fitness.

4.1.3 Word Formation form of “Top-ten Network Parlance” in 2019

According to the Chinese National Language Monitoring and Research Center, the “top-ten
network parlance” in 2019 are “ANEHIL, BT Jisk, LEHE %, M, N,
MRAN, WK, 1, 996, 144447 #ET, Wi &.” The detailed analysis is presented
below.
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The word “ANISH].0»” W clipping word originated from Bai Juyi of the Tang Dynasty’s
“HE R EAEWEE: <FrARAN GG, T RAKE . It means that we should never forget
the original intention, and we will eventually realize our original wishes.

Example 21 JC#548: 2 5 H il A& #7440 (From Xinhuanet)

“ANEH]» appeared in the report of the 19th National Congress of the Communist Party of
China and became popular on the Internet: “the original intention and mission of the Chinese
Communists are to seek happiness for the Chinese people and rejuvenation for the Chinese
nation.”

“THERT H%k, %44 originated from a line repeatedly used in the movie The
Wandering Earth which was later adopted by traffic police in many places as a traffic safety
propaganda term.

Example 22 H iz &85 F /745 14 i &4 —#%.(From Xinhuanet)

As the movie became more and more popular, the parlance was also more and more fashionable.
Netizens imitate this sentence pattern to create a variety of « xx - Jj 4%, xx £f—%&” has made
this network term more widely used and disseminated.

“FFEAE” originally refers to a sugar-containing compound isolated from lemon juice, and also
refers to gastric acid. Here, it means that lemons become monsters. It refers that people who like
to be sour and jealous of others. Now, it is used to self mockingly express the multiple envies of
others from appearance to inner, from material life to emotional life.

Example 23#{ Il Z 15117 75 W KB 22 “#7EE#8 .(From Sohu news)

“b715 K5 is developed from “FTAF N.” “FTH# N> comes from the e-sports circle. Because of the
quarrel between fans of different idols, there were many sour words. Later, people became
refined and gradually developed the concept of “FrF#5Kh.” Here, “FriFkE" is a blending of

“Fri%> and “F51%> that metaphor for people who are a lemon becoming a monster.

“UFmENZ> comes from an online song of the same name. It was adapted by a short video master
and matched with a very magical performance, which attracted many people to imitate and then
heated the network. Hence, it is a burrowed word from the same name song.

Example 240K HEfE . 275 SEIET .. X NKS T IR~ (From Xinhuanet)

Now, “Uf W) is used to express the state of being happy and excited.
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“52™MR N> is a coinage. It evolved from “&R N, which means “being crueler than a cruel

person( AR A HRAR—470).”
Example 257 MR N\ Uisidt #2237 v A i 4t £ 42 I 42 4. (From Sohu news)

It is usually used to tease someone who does not play cards according to common sense but can
achieve miraculous results, giving people an unexpected and powerful feeling.

“FN 25\ is a coinage. It is a homophonic sound of “5#RJEK" which means “it has nothing
to do with you.”

Example 263% 5 A5 & f§ %72/l (From Sohu news)

It is an expression of nonstandard Mandarin with a dialect accent. This kind of expression looks
cold and mysterious, and it is a bit confusing. In addition, the expression pack is very funny. It is
usually used to resent or tease others.

“ffi#%” is the burrowed from English “hardcore.” Hardcore was first seen in the early 20th
century and is used to describe the core and basic elements of something.

Example 27 T8 —& ! IR [ETFHE. .. X B KIRE 42 (From Xinhuanet)

“fifit%> originally described rap music as having a sense of strength or difficulty in games, and
later described it as strong and tough. At the beginning of 2019, The Wandering Earth was called
a “hardcore domestic science fiction film” by netizens, and then the word “fifit%> was used by
various major media.

“996” is an acronym that indicates the 996-working system (working from 9:00 a.m. to 9:00
p.m., working for 6 days a week) without any subsidy.

Example 285996t Ay I InBE, [ 5 T 1. (From Sohu news)

The company requires employees to work overtime according to the “996 working system,” and
the company will not give any compensation, including overtime meals and evening taxi
subsidies.

In the face of the outrage that some thugs threw the national flag into the sea in Hong Kong,
CCTV news released the microblog topic “14/447/F> on the same day and put it on the top.
Since then, “14{Z.%"i£ 5" have become popular on the Internet

Example 294 FpIf (Y b [H 20114 2Z 72 Fi L [ i 7k 18 147 (From Sohu news)
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The 1.4 billion flag bearers symbolize the 1.4 billion Chinese people. The flag bearer represents
every Chinese who supports and cares for the motherland. Here, “14{23"iF is a functional
shift word.

“Wrar B9 comes from the book 47 Zwritten by Hideko Yamashita, Japan. Hence, it is a
burrowed word from Japanese literature.

Example 30K 2 # Se Ui b, NAEZE2s 2. (From Xinhuanet)

Nowadays, “W7# 25" refers to a kind of life attitude, which means to cut off and discard all those
unnecessary, inappropriate, and outdated things, and cut off the attachment to them. Only after
“Wr & B9,” people can we live a simple and refreshing life.

4.1.4 Word Formation form of “Top-ten Network Parlance” in 2020

According to the Chinese National Language Monitoring and Research Center, the “top-ten
network parlance” in 2020 are “Ii17 3, BKRMIEE —MUE, W ht, = T, JeiiTsh, BAILE,
5 Ak, 27, AZ1M[H], 4235, The detailed analysis is presented below.

“WifT> first appear in the explosion accident of the dangerous goods warehouse in Tianjin
Binhai New Area in 2015. In 2020, due to the sudden emergence of COVID-19, the word
“i4173 began to be widely used, and the meaning of the word began to be generalized. It
refers to the person who walks in the opposite direction and is often used to refer to the strong
person who stands up in the face of danger.

Example 315 fiffi& “#£r2> . (From Xinhuanet)

Hence, the word “i¥173” is a coinage designed to refer firefighter fighting the fire, a fighter
fighting the flood, a volunteer fighting the earthquake... It is the general name of heroes.

“FKR I —M @75 refers to the arrival of autumn on the Internet. Lovers, friends, or family
members send red envelopes in the name of inviting milk tea to express their intimate feelings.

Example 32 “Fk R 15 — M G541 H 1276 K 1735, (From Xinhuanet)

It can be seen that the meaning of “FK K 11 2H — M W55 is changed, and a cup of milk tea is used
to replace all kinds of care, which means that in this cold autumn, there is a person who cares
about himself. Hence, “FK K156 — M @555 is a functional shift word.
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“fy 52 is a coinage used by celebrities, online celebrities, Internet marketers, etc. to promote
products through live video and other channels.

Example 334 Bk 2k | Wr 5 /MK A R 77 2. (From Xinhuanet)

“ty 57> refers to the promotion of commodities by celebrities, online celebrities, and Internet
marketers through live video and other channels. People from all walks of life have joined the
live broadcast and delivery ranks to help local economic development.

On January 28, 2020, the three-way signal of CCTV video was surrounded by tens of millions of
netizens. The equipment broadcast the construction site of “huoshenshan” hospital, a hospital for
the prevention and treatment of infectious diseases in Wuhan. The workers are fighting against
the clock day and night. Although the netizens cannot come to the scene to help, they also add an
identity to themselves: “Z i .. That is, to “supervise” the construction progress of the hospital
through the live camera.

Example 34 [E W =4 7“5 kx4 (From Xinhuanet)

“Z 1 is a coinage and blending which consist of a coinage “z and blending with “I% T.”.
It refers to netizens who supervise work through the network (watching the live broadcast, etc.)

“YeHLATSN” is a coinage. It was proposed in early January 2013. The “Y:#473)” is initiated by
a group of people who are enthusiastic about public welfare. The purpose of the “Y:#4T5)” is
that no more orders in the restaurant, no more orders in the canteen, and no more cooking in the
kitchen.

Example 3584768475, 5] 408 & 1. (From Xinhuanet)

“Ye#4T3)” means to eat up everything on the plate. The “Y¢#AT3)” aims to help people
cultivate the habit of saving, cherishing food, and opposing waste.

“BAF|25> is a coinage invented from the converted version of “Z45 J7EL.” It became popular on
the Internet because when an online celebrity during a live broadcast or video recording, added
“BAF| 25> at the beginning or end.

Example 3615 & (R 3CRF, vl mi <8 /145> (From Xinhuanet)

As an exclamation, “B{F|%45” contains a variety of emotional colors such as praise and cheer.
This word is equivalent to “cheer up” today.
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“UF Z4k> was a common modal particle in crosstalk at first, which means exclamation. Later,
crosstalk came into public life, and the word was also widely used.

Example 3784k ! IRIFHLUESRIX 4! (From Xinhuanet)

Today, when netizens roast about something or are surprised at something, they usually add
“UFZK 4Kk to emphasize it.

“%F 78> indeed is a clipping and the complete version is “3FH{j& 4> The word is popular because

of theZ~zof the same name, which shows the tenacity of several generations of Chinese
women’s volleyball players.

Example 38/ % /L 4R br2E:  JEkE 43576, (From Xinhuanet)
“2¥7.” means to win the championship. Generally used for competitions.

“ANZIM A7, originally, refers to the agreement of views or actions without prior consultation.
Since the outbreak of COVID-19, the meaning of the word has changed and is frequently used.

Example 395 5 Bl 5 BT il 5 N 2RI UL “A L /a7 . (From Sohu news)
Today, “/AZJ1fi [F]” means no dating and no gathering. It has become a common rule.

“4£32 was originally taken by Mr. Tan Kah Kee, a patriotic overseas Chinese. It refers to the
3 Town, which means “gathering the beauty of the world.”

Example 4045311, ixX ftt AR H 55 71 (From Sohu news)

Later, a short video network celebrity pronounced “ZH%£” in Chinese as“#£3%” because of its
special accent. After that, the word became popular on the Internet and had the meaning of

Yk >

4.1.5 Word Formation form of “Top-ten Network Parlance” in 2021

According to the Chinese National Language Monitoring and Research Center, the “top-ten
network parlance” in 2017 are “WHEEAR, YYDS, XUk, Fh, o, a4+, S6°F,
A, ERrENaE, A A, (HIRRZER, mEFIK” The detailed analysis is

presented below.
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2021 is the 100th anniversary of the founding of the communist party. To celebrate this moment,

the film and television media have launched various programs. 7% /### /€ is one of the most

popular TV dramas in 2021. The popularity of the play has aroused people’s attention to the
2,

word “HiEH41L.” Hence, the word is a burrowing word that comes from the film and television
culture

Example 41704 %' 55 W 1) 5 BELE/C.(From Xinhuanet)

5 4 (tells the story from 1915 to 1921. Today, “HEHE4-4X” reflects that the contemporary
youth shoulder the heavy responsibility of inheriting the red gene and building a socialist modern
power.

“YYDS” is the Pinyin abbreviation of “/KiZfJ##” in Chinese. Hence, it is an acronym. The
word comes from a commentator’s praise of the game players in the game live broadcast. Later,
it was widely used by the public.

Example 428448 X8, " E{# Lyyds! (From Xinhuanet)

As an adjective, “YYDS” can be used not only to praise people, but also to praise countries,
institutions, and organizations, and then extended to events, events, and things. Everything can
become a God.

The term originates from the relevant policies put forward by the government to solve the
problems of excessive quantity, low quality, and function alienation of school work, which can
not only not achieve the effect of reviewing the old and learning the new, but also occupy the
normal exercise, rest and entertainment time of students.

Example 43 “X¥°— & B —AF AFERTEL, A2 4FE Mk (From Xinhuanet)

Therefore, “X{J%” is a clipping word and the complete version s
“DRAR LSS HE M B AR T AR A AR AL AR I £ AR

“T B> is the clipping of “lFx[Mi1H”. In the early days, it was mostly used in the military field.
It has the meaning of breaking the enemy’s defense and winning.

Example 448865 1 | X LR R g % 0% 5 (From Xinhuanet)

Now it refers to the emotional impact caused by some things or information, and the
psychological defense is broken. Hence, “#%[}i” is a functional shift word.
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“JLFH” was born in the science fiction Avalanche in 1992. The novel describes a huge virtual
reality world, where people use digital avatars to control and compete with each other to improve
their status. Up to now, it still describes the advanced future world. Therefore, “JUFHH” is a
burrowing word from American literature.

Example 45525% i 33 70 5= i I A B Ak 1 i 24 € (From Xinhuanet)

“JLFH” now refers to the Internet application and social life form formed by the promotion of
technologies such as XR (extended reality), digital twin, blockchain, and Al (Artificial
Intelligence). At the present stage, the meta-universe is still an evolving and developing concept

“Zf 281 is a coinage that comes from a network social platform.
Example 4644 BI71E#1E H EIRIE, HA4F! (From Xinhuanet)

Now “#442fi-F> has two meanings: one is excellent which describes excellent things; the other is
too bad which is used for ridicule.

“Bi§~F~ is a clipping. I originated from the word “¥~F-{E>. It was born in 2016 or earlier. It is
a term used by fans in the entertainment industry to express that lie-down and let you laugh.

Example ATOLHTRME, HEA P —I% 18 T WL A e SL 3 <22 77 (From
Xinhuanet)

Nowadays, “4ii*f-> means that no matter what reaction the other party makes, there is no wave in
your heart. There will be no reaction or resistance to this, indicating submissive psychology.

In an online video, two men are sandwiching dishes with each other, while the other woman at
the same table appears very lonely. Therefore, some netizens teased that

“IFEVEA S, R,
Example 48155 1WA Iz JI8 <45 T AN K AR 25 14 A 5 ) % 17 (From Sohu news)

Later, it was used as an adjective by netizens to make fun of something. Although there was no
substantial harm, it was very embarrassing. Therefore, it is a functional shift word.

“FRBE A, HILKSZEI is the comment of director Ang Lee on a film and television work
in the documentary Trespassing Bergman (2013).
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Example 493 B A (HIR K2 E 582/ et [FATH &, H O H % S #?  (From  Sohu
news)

Nowadays, netizens use it as an adjective to express one’s incomprehension and shock at
something confusing. Therefore, it is a functional shift word.

“0f [E 3R> originates from the solemn oath of young students at the Tiananmen Square
celebration to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the founding of the Communist Party of China.

Example 508 B 1l: fERLL IR #0504 #EF A Z (From Xinhuanet)

“5ifi [E 43K is a coinage, which expresses the solemn vows made by the young generation to the
party and the people, and shows the ambition, backbone, and strength of Chinese youth in the
new era.

4.2 Features of Word Formation in Network Parlance

Through the analysis of the previous part, we can see that the word-formation of network
parlance is covered in various classifications. The specific number of network parlance under
different word formation forms is shown in the table below.

Table 3 General Features of Word Formation in Network Parlance

Name Network Parlance Number
Coinage WK, Wifrs, vl JesATsh BmAgG, 7
A2 1 min E A 3R
Clipping BE, o, Bk, B 0T
Blending Frigeks, ALK
Acronyms 996, YYDS
Burrowing fTcall, HAEE, BEAEI, (KA Tfreestyleld, 15

skr,  fibAR,  BRINITHERARE,  BRBRIRAIREE,
ANEYIG, BT, KA KUY,
fit%, Wi i, ar ik, SERREAN T
Functional Shift TREIH) RO A2, BEBZHR, 3ATE, 14

FL0 T, R, AR, A, R,
IMCPIRT, BRIV M5k,  AZMFE,
3%, UiEMEAR, EiERE  RE A,
S PN L
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Backformation-words 0
Multiple-way JOI, Chr, Bz —F, RREIE, Z I T 5

As shown in the table, it can be seen that the most frequently used word-formation in the
network parlance is burrowing, which counts 15 in the total of 50. The source of those parlances
is various, for example, some of them are from other cultures of different countries like skr
comes from America, and “f# 22> comes from Japan; some of them are from literature or media,

like “IERR T T3 %%, A% —2%” from the film, and “JG5-H{” comes from literature.

The second frequently used word formation in the network parlance is the functional shift. The
way of shift is also quite different, for instance, some phrases are shifted as adjectives, like
“PiFEtEAE, FUHRE, “WEAME, HIRKZEH”, some words are containing more
meaning like “# > and “JH Ji.”

Coinage and clipping are seated on the third and fourth. These two are quite different in root
since coinage is a new word and clipping is usually shortened from the already existing word.
Therefore, the network parlance under these two has the same features. Besides, blending and
acronyms are the most less used word formation form, and there is no parlance formed in the
way of backformation.

Last but not least, there are five network parlances formed in multiple ways. There are three
multiple ways of these five parlances. First, it uses the way of blending and burrowing like the
parlance “Jiilill.” Second, it uses the way of functional shift and burrowing like “C{” and
“FZ—"F.” Third, it uses the way of coinage and blending like “ 1R 15> and “= I 1.7

5. Conclusion
5.1 Findings of the Study

In general, except for backformation words, the network parlance covered all the forms of word
formation. The present thesis argues that because of the features of Chinese characters, there is
seldom parlance created in the way of shortened from the longer words. Burrowing and
functional shift are the most and second most frequently used word formation forms of all the
“top-ten network parlance” in recent five years. There are two major sources of the burrowing
word: one is literature, and the other is film. There are two ways of functional shift words
changing their meaning: one is phrases changed into adjectives, and the other is nouns containing
more meanings. In addition, from the form of word formation of network parlance in the past
five years, it can be seen that functional shift and burrowing are the main forms from 2017, and
gradually become involved in every form by 2021, and the number of coinage and clipping has
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increased. The present study believes that because the existing word cannot fully satisfy the
current demand of people and people tend to find a more economic way of speaking online.

Specifically, the word formation forms of the “top-ten network parlance” in 2017 are mainly
functional shift and burrowing. During this time, it can be seen that a lot of shifts and borrowings
are sourced from the game live. The word formation form of the “top-ten network parlance” in
2018 begins involving other forms but functional shift and burrowing are still the main parts.
This time, burrowing surpasses the functional shift and becomes the most frequently used form.
It can be seen that starting at this time, the network parlance lay stress on other cultures to rich its
contents. The word formation “top-ten network parlance” in 2019 started using coinage and the
functional shift is hurried reduced. The word formation “top-ten network parlance” in 2020
mainly use coinage. The word formation “top-ten network parlance” in 2020 changed to using
more clipping.

5.2 Implication of the Study

To sum up, this study analyzes the network parlance in the past five years from the perspective
of word formation, which helps to further understand the generation of new words and the
characteristics of network parlance in the new network era. Specifically, the study found that the
most frequently used word formation form in network parlance are functional shift and
burrowing. From the perspective of the use trend in the past five years, the formation of network
parlance also shows the characteristics of diversification. Specifically, the frequency of using
coinage and clipping is increased. Therefore, this study believes that the word-formation of
network parlance reflects the characteristics of the contemporary new language formation. That
is, from expanding the meaning of words and absorbing other cultures in 2017, it gradually
changed to creating new words and using simplified short words.

5.3 Limitations and Suggestions of the Study

In fact, the composition of network parlance is relatively complex, the origin is difficult to
verify, and the meaning of network parlance changes rapidly. Therefore, it is difficult to judge
the word formation form of each network parlance. In order to avoid the inaccuracy of the
judgment, this study investigates the source, meaning, and composition of each term. However,
due to the complexity of its causes and the limitations of the lack of experience of researchers
themselves. The results may be subjective. In order to avoid such subjectivity, future research
can use questionnaires or invite other users to analyze and discuss the word formation form of
each term.
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